Professional Qualifications

Douglas Abbey

Mr. Abbey is a Partner of The Velocity Group. He has specialized in regional aircraft market forecasting, community air service feasibility analysis, and air carrier route development strategy and for more than twenty-five years. In addition, he has undertaken a wide variety of air service development projects for over a dozen U.S. communities. Mr. Abbey has also supported the marketing and sales efforts of both airframe and engine manufacturers in their competitive analysis of future regional aircraft market opportunities worldwide. In so doing, he has developed a uniquely comprehensive understanding of North American route development strategies as Mr. Abbey has analyzed the scheduled air service histories of most small and medium-sized communities across the country.


Mr. Abbey has produced the Annual Report of the Regional Airline Industry for the last decade and a half, a resource that has recently become the statistical basis for the FAA’s annual industry forecasts. He is widely cited on aviation industry-related issues and statistics both by the general media and trade publications worldwide. In 2001, Mr. Abbey established the Regional Air Service Initiative (RASI) with the underwriting of industry manufacturers and suppliers with the goal of promoting free market growth of regional jet (RJ) service in North America. 


Prior to founding his first Consulting firm, AvStat Associates in 1989, Mr. Abbey was Director of Market Research at Fokker Aircraft (USA) in Alexandria, Virginia.  Before that, he worked as a consultant at Kurth & Company; at Simat, Helliesen & Eichner (SH&E); and as a Research Analyst with the U.S. Department of Transportation where in the mid-1970’s he assessed the impact of air service changes on small and medium-sized communities prior to airline deregulation. Mr. Abbey holds a B.B.A. degree from George Washington University and has completed air transport courses at the Royal Aeronautical Society. He is a member of the Washington Airline Society, National Academy of Sciences, Air Transportation Research International Forum and Transportation Research Board. Mr. Abbey was also a contributor to McGraw-Hill’s Handbook of Airline Economics (1995), Handbook of Airline Marketing (1998), and Handbook of Airline Strategy (2001).


Mr. Abbey is often sought as an expert in commercial aviation matters. He is a frequent speaker or panel member at important industry colloquia around the world. Mr. Abbey’s opinions appear regularly in both the trade and general media, including television and radio. He is a 1981 graduate of the George Washington University in Washington, DC. Mr. Abbey is also a member of the National Academy of Sciences, Transportation Research Board, Air Transportation Research International Forum, and the Washington Airline Society.         
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