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Ben Bartel

Majority Owner and CEO

AvCraft 

Ben Bartel brings strong and proven entrepreneurial, leadership and financial skills as CEO of AvCraft.  He began his career with a small, family owned cable TV company in northeast Ohio. Subsequent to the sale of that company and earning his MBA in Finance at New York University, he joined Chappo & Company, a New York-based boutique investment company specializing in investment grade private placements.  He later joined First Union National Bank in Charlotte, North Carolina, where he specialized in media and telecommunications lending.

In 1992 he left the bank to form Kabelmedia Holdings GmbH, a German cable TV company. Through a series of multiple acquisitions and aggressive infrastructure build out, Kabelmedia grew from 4,000 subscribers to more than 450,000, making it the fifth largest cable company in Germany.  As CEO, Bartel oversaw the first continental European Cable TV high yield offering in 1996.  In 1999, Kabelmedia merged with Süweda AG, the fourth largest German cable operator, to form PrimaCom AG. That company had a successful initial public offering in 1999 and is today the second largest cable company in German behind Deutsche Telekom. Bartel exited the new company at the time of the IPO.

Bartel then turned his attention to developing a portfolio of aviation businesses built on the premise of improved customer responsiveness and service.

AvCraft, formed in 1999, has pioneered maintenance and completion processes delivering quantifiable improvements in quality and cost.  In December 2002, AvCraft signed the purchase agreement for the acquisition of the former Fairchild-Dornier 328, 428 and Global Support assets.  Importantly, these assets include both the type and production certificates as well as the production tooling.

An active pilot for more than 20 years, Bartel, 43, is an ATP-rated pilot and type rated in the Cessna 500, 525, and Learjet series of business jets.
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