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Tom Chapman is Legislative Counsel for Southwest Airlines.  Based in the Washington, D.C. office of the Governmental Affairs Department, Tom joined Southwest in December of 1997.  He has two decades of aviation-related political and legislative experience in Washington, D.C.

Tom’s previous experience includes seventeen years with the 340,000 member Aircraft Owners & Pilots Association -- the Washington lobbying group representing general aviation pilots.  As AOPA’s Senior Vice President for Government & Technical Affairs, Tom was responsible for managing the Association’s highly effective government relations effort.


Tom is a 1982 graduate of the American University School of Law.  He holds a private pilot license and enjoys flying regularly -- although he does so most often these days as a passenger on Southwest Airlines!

