Biography for Michael S. Allen

Mr. Allen is co-founder and Chief Operating Officer of BACK Aviation Solutions, a leading provider of aviation data, analysis, consulting and asset management. He has extensive experience in analysis, implementation and distribution of information and consulting services to the international aviation community. He has been an advisor in a broad array of assignments with manufacturers, equity research analysts, investment banks, private equity funds, airlines, government agencies, airport authorities, industry associations, entertainment companies, consultants, law firms, leasing companies and media in over 25 countries since 1978. 

Mr. Allen was previously Director of the global aviation data and analytical services business of Reuters, the world’s largest information provider, which acquired Canadian-headquartered international firm I.P. Sharp Associates. His responsibilities included overall leadership of operations, research and development, sales and customer service. 

Mr. Allen is a Phi Beta Kappa, magna cum laude graduate of the University of California at Irvine and also performed graduate studies there. He has been a speaker at numerous international aviation industry conferences and guest lecturer at the IATA Aviation MBA program and the International Airline Management Training Institute. His articles have appeared in a variety of aviation publications. He is a frequent source for analysis and statistics in major print and electronic media including Business Week, Forbes, Fortune, Newsweek, New York Times, USA Today and the Wall Street Journal. Mr. Allen is involved with several aviation research organizations and will serve as an incoming chairman of a committee of the Transportation Research Board. He has served on panels with the U.S. Secretary of Transportation and Canadian Transport Minister to discuss key aviation issues for the 21st century.
